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displayed. He claimed not only to regulate the
consumption of his people according to his own
standard of propriety, but also to select agents to en-
force his rules without the smallest consideration for
their feelings. Frederick wished to make existence
easier for the poor, especially for the soldier. He
therefore abolished the tax on grain, but subjected
meat, beer, and wine to progressive imposts. Every
Prussian was forced to buy from the State a fixed
quantity of inferior salt at a price equal to four
times its cost of production. The King's delight in
coffee did not make him blind to the fact that the
State would gain more profit if his subjects were
forced to abandon it in favour of Prussian beer.
Accordingly in 1781 coffee became, like salt and to-
bacco, a monopoly of State and a tax of 250 per
cent, upon its value was imposed. Frederick strove
to refute the remonstrances of the Pomeranian gentry
with the words: "His Majesty's high person was
reared in youth on beer-soup, therefore the people
in that part can equally well be reared on beer-soup ;
it is much more wholesome than coffee." The
people, however, seem to have mitigated the incon-
venience to which they were put by their King in
part by brewing decoctions of herbs, but chiefly by
smuggling. It has been estimated that no less than
two-thirds of the coffee which they used was contra-
band. It boded ill for the State when to knock one
of the King's spies on the head excited none of the
odium of murder.

The measure which most of all estranged the
hearts of  the Prussians   from   their King  dates,